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family. By the way, his sister Patty
wrote this great letter to me, which I
read all about his community service.

Boy, Dan, your sister thinks you are
amazing. We hope that you will come
back. Actually, we are pretty confident
you are going to come back to Alaska
because we want you to come back.
You are not done serving our commu-
nity.

We know this: Officer Welborn will
certainly be missed, and he will miss
being a patrol officer. He loved work-
ing the traffic beat because of all the
people he got to meet and all the times
he got to help people on the road. Of
course, there are things about the job
he won’t miss. I am not sure this is
talked about enough, images that will
likely stick with him and images that,
unfortunately, haunt many police offi-
cers across the country because the
fact of the matter is, people can be dif-
ficult. People can be brutal to each
other, domestic violence and child
abuse. The police see it all. It is not
easy, and he has witnessed way too
much of that brutality, and he has pro-
tected Fairbanks’ citizens from a lot of
it.

Here is what he also knows: Mostly,
the vast majority of people are good,
and that is so important to remember.
Alaskans are good people. Americans
are good people. He has witnessed that,
too, and he has contributed to that
goodness.

He recently told a story about a time
at the department that will stay with
him. He talked about attending a wed-
ding at a hotel. There was a man there
setting tables and working at the
hotel. He looked at Officer Welborn and
said, ‘‘Officer, can I talk to you for a
minute?”’ He said, ‘“‘Sure.” This man
went up to Officer Welborn and said:

Officer, you probably don’t remember me,
but you arrested me years ago for a DUI. [I
was having problems then, and] I've turned
my life around since then. All these years
later, Officer Welborn, I still remember how
well you treated me.

Think about that. Those are the kind
of good memories that will stay with
Dan too. So, thank you, Officer
Welborn, for all you have done for our
community and the great city of Fair-
banks. Thanks for your service to Alas-
ka and to America. Thanks for pro-
tecting us and for setting the example
with respect.

We wish you all the happiness in re-
tirement. We really want you to come
back to Alaska, so don’t stay in St.
Louis too long. The Cardinals aren’t
even that good of a baseball team.

Congratulations on being our Alas-
kan of the Week.

I yield the floor.

(Mr. SULLIVAN assumed the Chair.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ScoTT of Florida). The majority leader.
———
EXECUTIVE SESSION
———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
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ate proceed to executive session and
the Committee on Commerce be dis-
charged from further consideration of
PN1674; that the Senate proceed to its
consideration; that the nomination be
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action
and that the Senate then resume legis-
lative session.

The nomination considered and con-
firmed is as follows:

PN1674—COAST GUARD

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Coast Guard to
the grade indicated under Title 14 U.S.C.,
sec. 2121(e):

To be captain

ERIN N. ADLER
BRADFORD E. APITZ
WILLIAM L. ARRITT
MATTHEW J. BAER
JONATHAN BATES
KRISTI L. BERNSTEIN
MARC BRANDT
VERONICA A. BRECHT
JASON A. BRENNELL
RANDALL E. BROWN
JONATHAN A. CARTER
MICHAEL A. CILENTI
DANIEL H. COST
CHRISTOPHER F. COUTU
THOMAS D. CRANE
PATRICK A. CULVER
THOMAS C. DARCY
CARMEN S. DEGEORGE
KELLY K. DENNING
JOSE E. DIAZ

KEITH M. DONOHUE
ERIC D. DREY

DAVID M. DUBAY
JEFFREY T. ELDRIDGE
BRIAN C. ERICKSON
SEAN C. FAHEY
JOSHUA W. FANT

AMY E. FLORENTINO
BENJAMIN M. GOLIGHTLY
JEFFREY R. GRAHAM
JASON B. GUNNING
MATTHEW W. HAMMOND
SEAN P. HANNIGAN
JOHN HENRY

EDWARD J. HERNAEZ
WESLEY H. HESTER
TEDD B. HUTLEY
MICHAEL S. JACKSON
ANDREW S. JOCA

ERIC J. JONES
WARREN D. JUDGE
DANIEL P. KEANE
BRAD W. KELLY

DIRK L. KRAUSE
BRIAN C. KRAUTLER
MARK I. KUPERMAN
MICHAEL R. LACHOWICZ
TAYLOR Q. LAM
LEANNE M. LUSK
BENJAMIN J. MAULE
LEON MCCLAIN JR.
EUGENE D. MCGUINNESS
ZEITA MERCHANT
JOSEPH E. MEUSE
JOSHUA P. MILLER
MATTHEW J. MOORLAG
STEPHANIE A. MORRISON
MAURICE D. MURPHY
BRYAN C. PAPE

JOSE PEREZ

SHANNON M. PITTS
ROBERT H. POTTER JR.
SCOTT B. POWERS
CLINTON J. PRINDLE
ARTHUR L. RAY

S3303

RYAN S. RHODES

LUIS J. RODRIGUEZ
RICHARD M. SCOTT
MICHAEL R. SINCLAIR
JENNIFER A. STOCKWELL
JOHN M. STONE

TODD C. TROUP

DANIEL R. URSINO
DANIEL R. WARREN
CHARLES E. WEBB
MOLLY A. WIKE

ERIN E. WILLIAMS
WILLIAM C. WOITYRA
CHRISTOPHER G. WOLFE
MARC A. ZLOMEK

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

MORNING BUSINESS

CORONAVIRUS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, we are
now several months into a global pan-
demic that has caused terrible human
and economic suffering.

Here in the United States alone,
more than 2.3 million Americans have
been infected, and more than 120,000
have died.

That is more Americans killed in the
Korean, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and
Iraq wars combined and more than
those killed in one of our most deadly
wars, World War 1.

I recently spoke with Melinda Gates
about the foundation she and her hus-
band Bill established and its efforts re-
garding the coronavirus pandemic.

Bill warned years ago to prepare for
just this kind of pandemic, including
directly with Donald Trump just before
taking office.

Not surprisingly, their foundation
has provided millions to global efforts
to find a vaccine and treatment for the
coronavirus.

One such event was an EU-hosted vir-
tual conference in May with many of
our key allies that raised more than $8
billion to be spent over 2 years to fur-
ther promising vaccine and treatment
efforts.

The EU and Norway each gave $1 bil-
lion; the French, Germans, and Brits
combined also gave nearly $1 billion;
the Canadians pledged $850 million; the
Swiss $400 million, and the Dutch, $200
million. Japan and others also made
sizeable pledges.

The Gates Foundation gave $125 mil-
lion, with Melinda wisely telling the
gathering, ‘‘This virus doesn’t care
what nationality you are . .. As long
as the virus is somewhere, it’s every-
where.”’

And what was the contribution of the
United States? Nothing.

The U.S. Government under Presi-
dent Trump didn’t participate in this
shared effort that could help save
American lives.

But that is not all. On this 40th anni-
versary of the World Health Organiza-
tion’s historic achievement to eradi-
cate smallpox, President Trump also
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